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Autumn Term – 2019
A message from the PE Coordinator
Dear Parents and Guardians,
The Autumn Term was very successful one for the school in terms of PE and sport. Within the Chenderit Cluster we
attended a total of five events including: cross-country, tag rugby, inclusive sports, Year 5/6 football and the indoor athletics training. A
total of 51 places were taken up for these events with some of our Key Stage 2 children attending all of the fixtures.
On Thursday 19th September, St Mary’s attended the first sporting fixture of the year, which was Cross Country. The event was split into
four races: Year 3/4 Boys; Year 3/4 Girls; Year 5/6 Boys and Year 5/6 Girls. Out of the four races, the school had children running in three
of them. In the Year 3/4 girl’s race, Chloe Iley and Sarah Tyson put in a fantastic effort in what was their first ever sporting fixture as
Year 3s. Well done to both girls, who came 5th and 10th respectively. In the Year 5/6 girl’s race, Kitty Russell came 28th in what was her
first ever cross country event and appearance for the school. Congratulations must also go to the boys who represented the school in
the Year 5/6 boy’s event. All of the runners ran a hard race against a very good field, but Charlie Atkins and Toby Iley emerged
victorious, coming First and Second place. Credit must also go to the Year 5 boys Max Young, Dylan Aris and Alex Tyson, who finished in
the mid-20’s and gave it their very best.
On Thursday 26th September, the school attended the annual Tag Rugby Festival at Chenderit. Eight other schools attended the
tournament and all played each other in seven very tense and exciting games. The St Mary’s team contained a mixture of children from
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, who performed brilliantly considering they had never played in a team together before. It was also a new experience
for some of our Year 3 children, as a number of them had no previous experience of tag-rugby and had to learn the complicated rules
very quickly. Despite this, the team managed to win six out of their seven games, only losing to the much older and more experienced
Middleton Cheney A side. The children all played brilliantly and were excellent ambassadors for the school. At the end of the
tournament the team secured a fantastic second place, only missing out on winning the tournament by one point!
Thursday 10th October saw St Mary’s again at Chenderit, this time competing in the Years 3/4 and Years 5/6 Football Festival. Thirteen
children, ranging from Year 3 to Year 6, from St Mary’s attended the event. As the tournament was 7 per side, the squad was split into
two teams, who played alternating games. Out of the eight games played, the St Mary’s team won five and came in fourth place, just
missing out on the third place spot. It was a fantastic performance from the children who took part, especially as they were all from
different year groups. There were a number of excellent goals scored, as well as some superb goalkeeping and defending against some
very tough opposition.
Preparations for the Years 3/4 and Years 5/6 Indoor Athletics Festivals (which take place in January) began on Thursday 28th November,
with ten St Mary’s pupils attending an Indoor Athletics training session at Chenderit School. All of the children practiced a range of
activities including: javelin, triple jump, standing long jump, vertical jump, chest push, speed bounce, obstacle relays and sprints. During
the session they showed excellent teamwork and were brilliant ambassadors for the school. I am sure that all their hard work with pay
off when they compete in the actual events in the New Year.
The last event of the term was the Inclusive Sports Festival on Thursday 5th December. During the festival, the 10 St Mary’s pupils who
attended got to experience a range of new and exciting sports and activities including: Boccia, New Age Kurling, seated volleyball and a
blindfolded obstacle relay. All of the children enjoyed trying the different activities with New Age Kurling coming out as the favourite,
followed closely by the seated volleyball.
The Spring Term is going to be another busy one for the school, with competitions being offered in indoor athletics, cross country,
basketball and netball. If your child is interested in attending any of these events, then please look out for the letters and permission
slips which will be coming home at the start of January.
Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing you at the some of the next fixtures.
Yours faithfully,
Mr John Causebrook

