
 
 
 

Level Expected at the End of EYFS 
We have selected the Early Learning Goals that link most closely to the Art and Design National Curriculum. 

For more detail about linked subject progression within  the EYFS Framework, please refer to these documents . 

  
 

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations  Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations  

Pupils  s hould be taught: 

• to us e a  range of materia ls  creatively to des ign and make products ; 
• to use drawing, painting and s culpture to  develop  and  share  their  ideas ,  experiences  

and imagination; 
• to develop a wide range of a rt and des ign techniques  in us ing colour, pattern, texture, line, 

s hape, form and s pace; 
• about the work of a  range of a rtis ts , cra ft makers  and des igners , des cribing the differences  

and s imilarities  between different practices  and dis ciplines , and  making  links   to  their 
own work. 

Pupils  s hould be taught: 

• to develop their techniques , including their control and their us e of materia ls , with creativity, 
experimentation and an increas ing awarenes s  of different kinds  of a rt, cra ft and des ign; 

• to create s ketch books  to  record  their  observations   and  us e  them  to  review  and  
revis it ideas ; 

• to improve their mas tery of a rt and des ign techniques , including drawing, painting and 
s culpture with a  range of materia ls  [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]; 

• about great a rtis ts , architects  and des igners  in his tory. 

 

The national curriculum for art and des ign aims  to ens ure that a ll pupils  by the end of year 6: 

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas  and recording their experiences ; 

• become proficient in drawing, painting, s culpture and other art, craft and des ign techniques ; 

• evalua te and analys e creative works  us ing the language of art, craft and des ign; 

• know about great artis ts , craft makers  and des igners , and unders tand the his torica l and cultura l development of their art forms . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Expressive Arts and Design (Being Imaginative) 
Children us e what they have learnt about media and materials  in original ways , thinking 
about us es  and purpos es . They repres ent their own ideas , thoughts  and feelings  
through des ign and technology, a rt, mus ic, dance, role play and s tories . 

Expressive Arts and Design (Exploring and Using Media and Materials) 
Children s afely us e and explore a  variety of materials , tools  and techniques , 
experimenting with colour, des ign, texture, form and function. 

Art 
St Mary’s  Progres s ion Map 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/learning-in-eyfs-what-subject-leaders-need-to-know-resource-pack-t-tp-2548825
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Implementation  
Each unit comes with an overview, an end of unit assessment pack and additional resources to give the teacher and adults leading art confidence in progression of skills and 
knowledge and that outcomes  have been met. Each key stage focuses  on different  themes to ensure continued interest in the subject as well as acquiring new knowledge. The 
lessons we have suggested develop their techniques, including their control  and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation  and an increasing awareness of different 
kinds of art, craft  and design. Children should also know how art and design both reflect  and shape our history, and contribute  to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 
We have suggested a specific series of lessons for each year group, which will offer structure and narrative. They are by no mea ns to be used exclusively, but can be used to 
support  planning. 

Impact  
Art and design learning is loved by teachers and pupils across school. Teachers have higher expectations and more quality evi dence can be presented in a variety of ways. All 
children use technical vocabulary accurately and pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified. Children improve their enquiry 
skills and inquisitiveness about the world around them, and their impact through art and design on the world. Children will b ecome more confident in analysing thei r work and 
giving their opinion on their own and other works of art. Children show competences  in improving their resilience and perseverance by continually  evaluating and improving their 
work. All children in school can speak confidently  about their art and design work and their skills.  

Intent  
We offer  a structure and sequence of lessons to help teachers ensure they have covered the skills  required to meet the aims of the national curriculum.  The intent is to ensure all 
pupils produce creative, imaginative work. Children have the opportunity  to explore their ideas and record their experiences, as well as exploring the work of others and evaluate 
different  creative ideas. Children will  become confident  and proficient  in a variety of techniques including drawing, painting, sculpting, as well as other selected craft  skills, 
e.g. collage, printing, weaving and patterns. Children will also develop their knowledge of famous artists, designers and cra ft makers. Children will also develop their interest 
and curiosity about art and design th rough a series of lessons offering skills progression, knowledge progression and offering children the opportunity to ask que stions and 
demonstrate their skills in a variety of ways. The lessons will offer the chance for children to develop their emotional  expression through art to further enhance their personal, 
social and emotional development. This progression grid can support any subject leader or teacher of art to ensure progressio n of skills and knowledge.  
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Children s tart to unders tand how ideas  are developed through 
proces ses . Children build up res ilience to getting things  wrong 
and trying again. Children practis e and s hare their learning and 
s kills  with others , receive and offer feedback to improve. 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To produce creative work, exploring their ideas  and recording 
experiences . 

Children can: 
a res pond pos itively to ideas  and s tarting points ; 
b explore ideas  and collect information; 
c des cribe differences  and s imilarities  and make links  to 

their own work; 
d try different materia ls  and methods  to improve; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: work, work of art, idea , 
s tarting point, observe, focus , des ign, improve. 

Children s tart collecting and developing ideas  us ing 
s ketchbooks . They continue to build up res ilience, making 
mis takes  and s ugges ting improvements  to improve their work. 
Children practise and s hare their learning and s kills  with others , 
giving and receiving feedback to improve. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
Pupils  s hould be taught to develop their techniques  with 
crea tivity, experimenta tion and an increas ing awarenes s  of 
different kinds  of art, craft and des ign. 

To create s ketchbooks  to record their observations  and use 
them to review and revis it ideas . 

Children can: 
a us e s ketchbooks  to record ideas ; 
b explore ideas  from firs t-hand obs ervations ; 
c ques tion and make obs ervations  about s tarting points , 

and res pond pos itively to s ugges tions ; 
d adapt and refine ideas ; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: line, pa ttern, texture, form, 
record, deta il, ques tion, observe, refine. 

Children s tart collecting more information and resources  to 
present in s ketchbooks . They continue to build their knowledge 
of techniques  by experimenting and predicting what might 
happen. Children continue to practis e and s hare their learning 
and s kills  with others , receiving and offering feedback to 
improve. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
Pupils  s hould be taught to develop their techniques  with 
crea tivity, experimenta tion and an increas ing awarenes s  of 
different kinds  of art, craft and des ign. 

To create s ketchbooks  to record their observations  and use 
them to review and revis it ideas . 

Children can: 
a review and revis it ideas  in their sketchbooks ; 
b offer feedback us ing technical vocabulary; 
c think critica lly about their art and des ign work; 
d us e digita l technology as  s ources  for developing ideas ; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: sketchbook, develop, refine, 
texture, s hape, form, pattern, s tructure. 
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Children begin to explore different techniques  involved in 
drawing s uch as  s hading, thick and thin lines , pa tterns  and 
s hapes  as  well as  us ing different s urfaces  to draw on. Children 
are a lso expos ed to us ing different materia ls  to draw with s uch 
as  pencils , felt tips , charcoal, crayons , chalk and pas tels . 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in drawing techniques . 

To use drawing to develop and share their ideas , experiences  
and imagination. 

Children can: 
a draw lines  of varying thicknes s ; 
b us e dots  and lines  to demons trate pattern and texture; 
c us e different materia ls  to draw, for example pas tels , chalk, 

felt tips ; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: portra it, s elf-portra it, line 
drawing, deta il, lands cape, citys cape, building, pas tels , 
drawings , line, bold, s ize, s pace. 

Children develop their knowledge of drawing by continuing to 
us e a  variety of drawing tools  from KS1. They are introduced to 
new ways  of making effect through tone, texture, light and 
s hadow. They have the opportunity to us e vocabulary learned 
in KS1 accura tely, e.g. s hading, thick and thin. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in drawing techniques . 

To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques , 
including drawing, with a  range of materia ls . 

Children can: 
a experiment with s howing line, tone and texture with 

different hardness  of pencils ; 
b us e s hading to s how light and shadow effects ; 
c us e different materia ls  to draw, e.g. pas tels , chalk, felt tips ; 
d s how an awareness  of s pace when drawing; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: portra it, light, dark, tone, 
s hadow, line, pa ttern, texture, form, s hape, tone, outline. 

Children continue to use a  variety of drawing tools  but are 
introduced to new techniques , e.g. crea ting perspective. They 
become more confident in techniques  a lready learned and us e 
the vocabulary learned accura tely, e.g. s hading, thick and thin. 
Children will rely on their s ketching books  to improve their 
drawing s kills . 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in drawing techniques . 

To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques , 
including drawing, with a  range of materia ls . 

Children can: 
a us e a  variety of techniques  to add effects , e.g. s hadows , 

reflection, ha tching and cros s -hatching; 
b depict movement and pers pective in drawings ; 
c us e a  variety of tools  and s elect the mos t appropria te; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: line, texture, pa ttern, form, 
s hape, tone, s mudge, blend, mark, hard, soft, light, heavy, 
mural, fres co, portra it, graffiti. 
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Children can explore using a variety of different brushes to see 
what happens. Children begin to learn the primary colours and 
experiment with mixing paints to understand tone and 
secondary colours. 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum  
To become proficient in painting techniques.  

To use painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination. 

Children can: 
a name the primary and s econdary colours ; 
b experiment with different brus hes  (including brus hs trokes ) 

and other painting tools ; 
c mix primary colours  to make secondary colours ; 
d add white and black to a lter tints  and s hades ; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: primary colours , s econdary 
colours , neutra l colours , tints , shades , warm colours , cool 
colours , watercolour was h, s weep, dab, bold brus hs troke, 
acrylic paint. 

Children continue exploring us ing a variety of different brus hes  
to see what happens . They use the language of colour 
accura tely when mixing, e.g. s hade, primary and tint. Children 
begin to experiment with colour for effect and mood. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in painting techniques . 

To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques , 
including painting with a  range of materia ls . 

Children can: 
a us e varied brus h techniques  to crea te s hapes , textures , 

pa tterns  and lines ; 
b mix colours  effectively us ing the correct language, e.g. 

tint, s hade, primary and s econdary; 
c create different textures  and effects  with paint; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: colour, foreground, middle 
ground, background, abs tract, emotion, warm, blend, mix, 
line, tone, fres co. 

Children continue exploring a  variety of different brus hes  to s ee 
what happens . They us e the language of colour accura tely and 
us e inspira tion from natura l and non-natura l works  to create a 
colour palette. Children are more express ive with colour, 
as socia ting colours  with moods . 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in painting techniques . 

To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques , 
including painting with a  range of materia ls . 

Children can: 
a create a colour palette, demons tra ting mixing techniques ; 
b us e a  range of paint (acrylic, oil pa ints , water colours ) to 

crea te vis ually interes ting pieces ; 
c us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: blend, mix, line, tone, s hape, 
abs tract, absorb, colour, impress ionis m, impres s ionis ts . 
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Children have the opportunity to us e a  variety of materia ls  for 
s culpting and experiment with joining and cons tructing. They 
begin to use the correct vocabulary as s ocia ted with s culpting 
and cons truction to demons tra te their unders tanding of the 
s kill. 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum  
To become proficient in s culpting techniques . 

To use s culpture to develop and s hare their ideas , experiences  
and imagination. 

Children can: 
a us e a  variety of natura l, recycled and manufactured 

materia ls  for s culpting, e.g. clay, s traw and card; 
b us e a  variety of techniques , e.g. rolling, cutting, pinching; 
c us e a  variety of s hapes , including lines  and texture; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: s culpture, s ta tue, model, work, 
work of art, 3D, land art, s culptor, carving, s culpture, 
ins ta lla tion, s hapes , materia ls , pyramid, abs tract, 
geometric. 

Children s till have the opportunity to use a  variety of materia ls  
for s culpting. They experiment with joining and cons truction, 
as king and ans wering ques tions  s uch as , ‘How can it go 
higher?’ Children begin to unders tand more about decora ting 
s culptures  and adding expres s ion through texture. They use a  
variety of tools  to s upport the learning of techniques  and to 
add deta il. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in s culpting techniques . 

To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques , 
including s culpting with a  range of materia ls . 

Children can: 
a cut, make and combine s hapes  to crea te recognisable 

forms ; 
b us e clay and other malleable materia ls  and practis e 

joining techniques ; 
c add materia ls  to the s culpture to crea te deta il; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: rectangular, concrete, terrace, 
architect, 2D s hape, brim, peak, buckle, edging, trimmings , 
s hape, form, s hadow, light, marionette puppet. 

Children s till us e a variety of materia ls  for s culpting and 
experiment with joining and cons tructing. They begin to 
unders tand more about clay modelling and us ing different 
tools  with clay. They will be more reliant on their own ideas  and 
knowledge of s culpture during the planning and des igning 
proces s . 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in s culpting techniques . 

To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques , 
including s culpting with a  range of materia ls . 

Children can: 
a plan and des ign a  s culpture; 
b us e tools  and materia ls  to carve, add s hape, add texture 

and pattern; 
c develop cutting and joining s kills , e.g. us ing wire, coils , 

s labs  and s lips ; 
d us e materia ls  other than clay to crea te a 3D s culpture; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: form, s tructure, texture, 
s hape, mark, s oft, join, tram, cas t. 
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Children will have the opportunity to explore creating a variety 
of images on different backgrounds with a variety of media,  
e.g. paper, magazines, etc. Children experiment with sorting 
and arranging materials and refining their work. 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in other art, craft and design 
techniques – collage. 

To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 

Children can: 
a us e a  combination of materia ls  tha t have been cut, torn 

and glued; 
b s ort and arrange materia ls ; 
c add texture by mixing materia ls ; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: collage, s quares , gaps , 
mos aic, fea tures , cut, place, arrange. 

Children continue to explore crea ting collage with a  variety of 
media , e.g. paper and magazines . They experiment with sorting 
and arranging materia ls  with purpose to crea te effect. They 
learn new techniques , e.g. overlapping, tes sella tion, mosaic 
and montage. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques  with a 
range of materia ls  –  collage. 

Children can: 
a s elect colours  and materia ls  to crea te effect, giving 

reasons  for their choices ; 
b refine work as  they go to ens ure precis ion; 
c learn and practis e a variety of techniques , e.g. overlapping, 

tes sella tion, mosaic and montage; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: texture, s hape, form, pattern, 
mos aic. 

Children experiment with mixing textures  and with sorting and 
arranging materia ls  with purpose to crea te effect. They develop 
their unders tanding of techniques  learned in Lower KS2 and 
develop their own ideas  through planning. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques  with a 
range of materia ls  –  collage. 

Children can: 
a add collage to a painted or printed background; 
b create and arrange accura te patterns ; 
c us e a  range of mixed media ; 
d plan and des ign a collage; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: s hape, form, arrange, fix. 
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Children have the opportunity to look a t and practise a  variety 
of techniques , e.g. weaving, dyeing and pla iting. They explore 
which textiles  are bes t to us e and produce the bes t res ult. 
Children will a ls o explore decorating and embellis hing their 
textiles  to add deta il, colour and effect. 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in other art, craft and des ign 
techniques  –  textiles . 

To develop a  wide range of art and des ign techniques  in us ing 
colour, pa ttern and texture. 

Children can: 
a s how pattern by weaving; 
b us e a  dyeing technique to a lter a textile’s  colour and 

pattern; 
c decorate textiles  with glue or s titching, to add colour and 

deta il; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: textiles , fabric, weaving, 
woven, placemat, loom, a lternate, over, under, decora tion, 
decora tive, ba tik dye, dye, wax, res is t, crayons , ink, apply, 
s et. 

Children develop their weaving and colouring fabric s kills  
further. They are a ls o introduced to the skill of s titching in 
Lower KS2. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques  with a 
range of materia ls  –  textiles . 

Children can: 
a s elect appropria te materia ls , giving reas ons ; 
b us e a  variety of techniques , e.g. printing, dyeing, weaving 

and s titching to crea te different textura l effects ; 
c develop s kills  in s titching, cutting and joining; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: pattern, line, texture, colour, 
s hape, s tuffing, turn, thread, needle, textiles , decora tion. 

Children further develop their weaving, overlapping and layering 
techniques . They experiment with a  range of fabrics  including 
non-traditional fabrics . 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques  with a 
range of materia ls  –  textiles . 

Children can: 
a experiment with a  range of media  by overlapping and 

layering in order to crea te texture, effect and colour; 
b add decora tion to crea te effect; 
c us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: colour, fabric, weave, pa ttern. 
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Children experiment with shape and pattern, looking at 
repeated patterns and different materials to make texture, 
e.g. sponges. 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in other art, craft and design techniques 
– printing. 

To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using 
colour and texture. 

Children can: 
a copy an original print; 
b us e a  variety of materia ls , e.g. sponges , fruit, blocks ; 
c demons tra te a  range of techniques , e.g. rolling, pres s ing, 

s tamping and rubbing; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: colour, s hape, printing, 
printmaking, woodcut, relief printing, objects . 

Children us e a variety of printing blocks , e.g. coiled s tring glued 
to a block, and explore what effect making their own blocks  
has  on s hape and texture. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques  with a 
range of materia ls  –  printing. 

Children can: 
a us e more than one colour to layer in a  print; 
b replica te patterns  from observations ; 
c make printing blocks ; 
d make repeated patterns  with precis ion; 
e us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: line, pa ttern, texture, colour, 
s hape, block printing ink, polys tyrene printing tiles , inking 
rollers . 

Children have more opportunities  to make printing blocks  and 
tiles . They now reflect on their choice of colour for prints  and 
develop their accuracy with patterns . 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To improve their mas tery of art and des ign techniques  with a 
range of materia ls  –  printing. 

Children can: 
a des ign and create printing blocks / tiles ; 
b develop techniques  in mono, block and relief printing; 
c create and arrange accura te patterns ; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: Hapa-Zome, hammering, 
pa ttern, s hape, tile, colour, a rrange, collograph; 
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Children have the opportunity to learn from the works  of 
famous  artis ts , s tudying their techniques  and process es . They 
will be exposed to a  range of different artis ts  through his tory 
throughout KS1. 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To unders tand the work of a  range of artis ts , craft makers  and 
des igners , des cribing the differences  and s imilarities  between 
different practices  and dis ciplines , and making links  to their 
own work. 

Children can: 
a des cribe the work of famous , notable artis ts  and 

des igners ; 
b expres s  an opinion on the work of famous , notable artis ts ; 
c us e inspira tion from famous , notable artis ts  to crea te their 

own work and compare; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: Andy Golds worthy, LS Lowry, 
Paul Klee, Monet, J oan Miró, J acks on Pollock, Robert 
Delaunay, Was s ily Kandins ky, Piet Mondrian, van Gogh, 
Marc Quinn, Michelle Reader, Barbara Hepworth, J ill 
Towns ley, Brendan J amison, Eva Roths child. 

Children continue to s tudy the works  of famous  artis ts . They 
have more opportunity to offer opinion and to compare and 
contras t a rtis ts . Children will be expos ed to a  range of different 
artis ts  through his tory, s tudying their techniques  and 
proces ses . 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To learn about great artis ts , a rchitects  and des igners  in his tory. 

Children can: 
a us e inspira tion from famous  artis ts  to replica te a  piece of 

work; 
b reflect upon their work inspired by a  famous  notable artis t 

and the development of their art s kills ; 
c expres s  an opinion on the work of famous , notable artis ts  

and refer to techniques  and effect; 
d us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: Ans elm Kiefer, Salvador Dalí, 
Paula Rego, Gainsborough, Sonia  Boyce, Lucian Freud, 
Howard Hodgkin, Anis h Kapoor, Caravaggio, Le Corbus ier, 
Coco Chanel, J ackson Pollock, J ohn Cons table, Thomas  
Cole, Claude Monet, Henri Matis s e, Paul Cézanne, J ulian 
Opie, Henry Moore, Giacometti, Vivienne Wes twood, Louis e 
Bourgeois , J ennifer Angus , Braque, Claes z, Kalf, Carl 
Warner, Michael Brennand-Wood. 

Children continue to learn from the works  of famous  artis ts . 
They now expand their knowledge by looking a t the range of 
more famous  artis ts . Children comment on the work of famous  
artis ts  and name their pieces  of work. 
KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To learn about great artis ts , a rchitects  and des igners  in his tory. 

Children can: 
a give deta iled observations  about notable artis ts ’, a rtis ans ’ 

and des igners ’ work; 
b offer facts  about notable artis ts ’, a rtis ans ’ and des igners ’ 

lives ; 
c us e key vocabulary to demons tra te knowledge and 

unders tanding in this  s trand: Henri Rouss eau, India Flint, 
Alexander Calder, David Oliveira , David Hockney, Man Ray, 
Fernand Léger, Alfred Wallis , Hokus ai, Frida  Kahlo, J oaquín 
Torres -García , Leonora  Carrington, Diego Rivera , Beatriz 
Milhazes , Carlos  Páez Vilaró, J ohn Singer Sargent, Ans el 
Adams , Helen Frankenthaler, Frank Lloyd Wright, J ean- 
Michel Bas quia t, Mary Cass att. 
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