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ST. MARY'S
CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
A PLACLE OF EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE
wITH CHRIST AT ITS CENTRE

Welcome to St. Mary's School Early Years Foundation Stage

At St Mary's we believe that each child is entitled to a positive and meaningful start to their
school life, in which they can establish solid foundations on which to develop into independent
and fearless lifelong learners.

Our aim is to:

e Encourage children to develop independence within a secure and friendly atmosphere

e Support children in building relationships through the development of social skills such
as cooperation and sharing

e Help each child to recognise their own strengths and achievements through experiencing
success and by developing the confidence to work fowards personal goals.

Our high expectations will enable each child to develop socially, physically, intellectually and
emotionally and to achieve their full potential. We offer a structure for learning that has a
range of starting points and unlimited availability for development through a wide range of new
and exciting first-hand experiences that will give children the opportunity to consolidate,
explore and test their skills, knowledge and understanding alongside existing experiences. We
will ensure that children are kept healthy and safe and that they achieve the knowledge and
skills they need to start school.

We achieve this in our Reception class through..




Children learn .and develop well in enabling erwiroruments, in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs .and there is a strong partnership
hetween practitioners and parents .and carers. ( Dewvelopment Matters Document
2017)

We recognise that the erwironment plays .o key role in supporting and extending
the children’s development. Through ohservations we ossess the children's
interests and stages of development and learning needs hefore planning
includes .adapting the erwironment to suit the needs .of the children.

We offer

o stimulating resources, relevant to all the children’s cultures .and communities
e rich learning .opportunities through play and playful teaching

o support for children to take risks .and explore




Find your name and post
it in the post box.




Play based activities

Learning through play underpins our approach to teaching and learning in the foundation stage
and the delivery of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. We embrace the fact that
young children learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them to
learn. In doing so we provide children with stimulating, active experiences in which they can
explore and develop their learning and to help them make sense of the world. Children have
opportunities through their play to think creatively and critically alongside other children as
well as on their own. They are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and
experiences at their own level and pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their
own interests, inspire those around them and consolidate their understanding and skills. The
children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate and ask questions. Our
adults take an active role in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating,
teaching and extending play, skills and language. Play based activities are based on the long term
topics for our school and are catered for through a variety of learning areas within the
classroom.



Parents as Partners

We believe that parents and carers are a child's first educator and therefore work very closely
to ensure they are involved in what their child does at school. We want parents to feel they can
speak to us about their child and to feel comfortable in our setting. We offer parents the
opportunity to share their child's learning environment, have time to talk informally with the
practitioners and to meet other parents during school 'book look’ sessions and during termly
parent consultation meetings.

We also of fer parents learning workshops to provide advice and information on how they can
support their child's learning through a 'meet the teacher' session and a ‘Phonic’ workshop during
Autumn term one. Parents are welcomed and encouraged to share information about their child,
to ask questions and to discuss their child's learning with the teachers. Parents are provided
with 'wow' forms which they can fill in to share their child's learning achievements at home.

At the beginning of the year parents are encouraged to take time to settle their child happily
into class during the first few weeks of school. We then encourage the children’s independence
by asking them to say good bye to their parents on the playground and then lining up by the
class to be greeted by the class teacher. The children will then come into class to put their own
things away and sign in using the self-registration post box.

We offer you a very warm welcome to our Reception learning environment and Early Years
setting.
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